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Dear Sorors of the Sensational South Central Region:  
 

I bring you the warmest holiday greetings!  It is at this time of year that we should all 
pause and reflect upon the year we’ve had.  Our Region has not only enjoyed suc-
cess in our programming, but we’ve seen our undergraduates excel academically.  
Even with these successes, many of our sorors in this Region and across the coun-
try have suffered significant personal losses due to the unprecedented natural dis-
asters that have affected the livelihoods of so many.  Even though many sorors and 
their families are still working to put the pieces together, we should all be proud of 
how our chapters and clusters have pulled together to assist those in need.   
 

As we continue Launching New Dimensions of Service across the Region and na-
tionwide, I am proud of our accomplishments and our continued focus on impactful service in our com-
munities.  We have continued to serve our communities in significant ways and I have highlighted just a 
taste of what chapters throughout this Region have accomplished in this issue of the Sensation. 
 

Our Fall retreat season was a tremendous success.  Although we were forced to cancel Undergraduate 
Roundup due to Hurricane Harvey, we instituted an Undergraduate Symposium that took place before 
the start of each cluster retreat.  I am so proud of our undergraduates and their graduate advisors for at-
tending these events and actively participating in meaningful discussions about the issues affecting our 
undergraduate chapters.  Our cluster retreats were also well-attended, informative, and enjoyable!   I’ve 
said it before and I will say it again – of all the things I have enjoyed the most this year, my most cher-
ished memories have been spending time with each of you.   I look forward to working with you all in 
2018!  
 

Please enjoy this issue of the Sensation.  I have included information about what chapters need to do to 
take A.C.T.I.O.N. as we prepare for the 2018 midterm elections.  In addition, we highlight the efforts of 
the sorority’s Reinstatement Task Force Committee.  I encourage you to read each article in this issue 
with an eye towards 2018 and what you and your chapters can do to prepare for the work that Alpha 
Kappa Alpha has set out to do. 
 

As we prepare to celebrate 110 Years of Service in this illustrious sisterhood, remember to always re-
main committed to the mission of “service to all mankind”.  We should all push ourselves to remain con-
sistent and innovative in our approach to serving the communities in which we serve.  If you see a prob-
lem in your community, be part of the solution. If you see an opportunity, seize it.  Sorors, IT’S TIME to 
take our service to higher heights and I look forward to seeing you all soar! 
 

Finally, I want to thank you all for trusting and believing in the vision that I have for the Sensational South 
Central Region. I am excited about working with each of you to ensure that we accomplish the vision. 
We are undeniably bound by the bonds of sisterhood and empowered by our commitment to serve all. 
Despite the various personal challenges that some of us have suffered in 2017, my faith tells me that we 
will come out stronger on the other side of things.  Continue to support one another, uplift one another, 
and celebrate one another.  I wish you all a happy holiday and a prosperous new year! 
 

With Service on my Mind and Sisterhood in my Heart…     
 

Sisterly,  

 

Soror Katina M. Semien 

South Central Regional Director 
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Madam Regional Director on the Move! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Night with the pelicans 

January 30, 2018 

New Orleans, LA 

 

 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 110th Commemoration 

January 11-14, 2018 

Washington, DC 

 

 

South Central Regional Conference 

March 21-25, 2018  

Albuquerque, NM 

 

 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 68th Boule 

July 7-13, 2018  

Houston, TX 
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The 2017 South Central Region cluster season began on 
September 23 in Albuquerque, New Mexico with the Iota Xi 
Omega Chapter hosting the West Texas/New Mexico cluster 
retreat. With the theme of “Service in My Heart and Sisterhood 
on My Mind in the Land of Enchantment”, the 56 sorors in 
attendance were encouraged by South Central Regional 
Director Katina M. Semien to unlock their potential and launch 
into new dimensions of destiny.   
 
On September 30, the Beta Psi Omega chapter kicked off the 
Southwest Central Texas Cluster in Austin, Texas with the 
theme “Launching New Dimensions with a “Capitol” Emphasis 
on Service and Sisterhood”.  Over 220 sorors participated in the event.  During the weekend’s events, 
sorors were encouraged to remember that service and sisterhood should be our primary purpose, and to 
live out that purposes every day. 
 
On October 7, the Alpha Xi Omega and Omicron Mu Omega Chapters hosted the Northeast Texas 
Cluster in Dallas, Texas following a theme of “A Kickoff Affair with Service on Our Minds and Sisterhood 
in Our Hearts While Launching New Dimensions of Service.” Over 550 sorors participated in the event.  
Cluster members attended the Prairie View A&M University v. Grambling State University football game 
as a part of the weekend’s events.  The Cluster awarded $4000 to each school as a part of Think HBCU 
Efforts. 
 
On November 10 in Natchitoches, Louisiana, the Rho Beta Omega hosted over 200 sorors for cluster 
weekend activities. The cluster collected 515 backpack which were donated to two local elementary 
schools.  
 
On November 17 in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, the Delta Omega Omega chapter hosted the Arkansas Cluster 
retreat with the theme “Sisterhood and Service in the Hearts and Minds of Arkansas”.  13th South Central 
Regional Director Mary Louise Williams encouraged the 300 sorors in attendance to “always remember 
to take time to get to know and care for your sisters.” 
 
On October 27 in Houston, Texas, the Rho Omicron Omega chapter hosted the Southeast Texas cluster 
retreat, “Relaunching the Polished Pearls”.  Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner welcomed over 500 
registrants and offered his continued support to the cluster with planning the 2018 Boule, and expressed 
his thanks to cluster sorors for all they did to support those affected by Hurricane Harvey.  Baytown, 
Texas City Councilman Charles Johnson provided a luncheon presentation on the importance of 
community activism. 
 

On December 9, 2017, the Tau Iota Omega chapter hosted the South 
Louisiana cluster meeting in Slidell, Louisiana.  The theme for the event was 
“Launching New Sisterly Dimensions in My Mind & Heart: The Pearls of 
Sisterhood and Service”, and despite the region experiencing unprecedented 
snow, over 400 sorors participated in the retreat.  Notably, during the event 
the Alpha Beta Omega chapter was recognized for its 90 years of service to 
the sorority. 
 
All cluster retreats were well-attended and full of energy.  Not only did each 
cluster kick off a Think HBCU-themed Friday night welcome event, but over 
2500 backpacks and school supplies were donated at all cluster retreats 
through November 18.  A special thank-you goes out to South Central 
Region Cluster Coordinators for their leadership and dedication to making 
the 2017 cluster season a success!  

SUMMARY OF THE 2017 SOUTH CENTRAL REGION CLUSTER RETREATS 
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2017 SOUTH CENTRAL REGION CLUSTER RETREATS 
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Sensational Service  

Monroe, LA — Zeta Phi Omega 
hosted two events in honor of The 
Longest Day to help raise 
Alzheimer’s Awareness. On June 
20

th
, members of Zeta Phi Omega 

began their mission by meeting with 
residents of the South Pointe 
Retirement Community. Ms. Bonnie 
Hay, local representative for the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 
accompanied the chapter to provide 
vital information about this disease. 
On June 21

st
, Zeta Phi Omega set its 

sights on the broader Monroe 
community.  Members set up an 
Alzheimer’s Awareness display table 
at their local Sam’s Club and 
disseminated brochures to customers.  The chapter concluded its awareness efforts by providing 
a  financial contribution at alz.org to help fund research and essential programs. 

Shreveport, LA — October 24, 2017, 
Sigma Rho Omega in partnership with 
United Nations Day, participated in UN 
Day 2017 by hosting a private screening of 
the movie Southside with You followed by 
a reception at the Robinson Film Center to 
honor and highlight the significance our 
community leaders had in advancing the 
fight against inequality and injustice. The 
chapter bestowed the 2017 Human Rights, 
Justice and Equality Community Leaders 
Awards to two individuals whose 
leadership and service has had a 
phenomenal impact in the City of 
Shreveport in the areas of fighting for 
human rights, injustice and inequality. The 
nominees demonstrated excellence and 
the highest standards of ethical conduct, 
integrity and civic and social responsibility 
who stood out as leaders who exemplify 
ethical standards and behaviors fighting 
for human rights, justice and equality. The 

2017 Human Rights, Justice and Equality award recipients are Mrs. Eursla Dickerson Hardy and 
Shreveport City Councilman Willie Bradford. Alice Cooper is Basileus. 
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Sensational Service  

Plaquemine, LA — The members of the 
Tau Kappa Omega Chapter celebrated UN 
Day’s 72

nd
 Anniversary by partaking in a 

sisterly relations activity at Ichiban Sushi and 
Asian Cuisine Restaurant in Baton Rouge.  
In addition to indulging in cultural cuisine, 
sorors also were provided information 
regarding the UN/AKA partnership, 
programs offered, as well as flyers and 
mementos with UNA-USA logos on them.  

Attendees were also awarded prizes for 
attendance.  Mike McClanahan, President-
Elect of the Louisiana State Conference of 
the NAACP, served as the guest speaker of 
the program.  This year’s theme was Global 

Goals, Local Leaders. Tia Mills served as 
the chairman of the event and Sandra Williams served as the co-chairman. Sorors attending the 
UN Day activity included: Katrice Lipscomb, Pearlie Johnson, Tia Mills, Angela Calloway, Latisa 
Sam, Dana Washington, Sandra Williams, Carmen Harrison (Basileus), Mike McClanahan, and 
Juanita Dandridge. 

Little Rock, AR — Beta Pi 
Omega made two donations of 
backpacks and school supplies 
right before the Christmas break 
for students who may return to 
school without supplies.   Harris 
Elementary School received 100 
backpacks filled with supplies and 
the Life Skills for Youth after 
school program at South City 
Church received 30 backpacks 
with school supplies. The 
teachers, principals and 
counselors were thrilled with the 
donations and the student were 
most excited about the 
crayons.  One Million Backpacks 
Chairman is Soror Jennifer 
Alexander and the Co-Chairman is 
Joy Brooks. Sorors Phyllis Caruth, and Angela Green Moore also participated. Soror Melanie A. 
Hillard is Basileus. 
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Sensational Service  

Little Rock, AR — On 
November 12, 2017  during 
Fall into Flourish 
SkeeWeek, the Gamma 
Alpha Chapter volunteered 
at Elmcroft Senior Living 
facility. The members 
passed out snacks and 
gave manicures to the 
residents for Target II - 
Health Promotions.  Brittany 
Taylor is the Basileus 
and  Kennadea Payne is the 
Anti-Basileus. 

New Orleans, LA 
— Alpha Beta 
Omega 
celebrated the 
Childhood Hunger 
Initiative on 
October 29, 2017, 
at Abundance of 
Desire 
Community 
Center in New 
Orleans, LA.  
Alpha Beta 
Omega partnered 

with local undergraduate chapters, and Second Harvest Food Bank to distribute over 10,126 lbs. of 
nutritious fruits and vegetables to the New Orleans community. Additionally, families were provided 
with community resources from several community organizations. The Alpha Beta Omega Chapter 
we would like to extend a special thanks to the following Community Partners: Daughters of 
Charity, The American Heart Association, New Orleans Public Library, Peoples Health, Project 18, 
WellCare, NAMI of New Orleans, Evacuteer, Greater New Orleans Fair Action Center, Zumba, 
Healthy Blue New Orleans, and Aetna, for providing helpful resources to positively impact our 
community.  
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Sensational Service  
Baton Rouge, LA — Gamma Eta 
Omega hosted college campus tours 
for its monthly ASCEND

SM 
session 

with area high school students on 
Saturday, December 2, 2017.  
Students, parents and sorors traveled 
from Baton Rouge to North LA via a 
chartered bus to visit HBCU 
Grambling State University (GSU) and 
University of Louisiana at Monroe 
(ULM). Collegiate ambassadors from 
each institution shared their 
experiences on transitioning from high 
school, selecting a major and 
exploring future career goals. 
ASCEND

SM 
students actively engaged 

the ambassadors and university staff 
asking questions concerning specific 

academic programs, tuition costs, scholarships, and living arrangements. Business, engineering, 
nursing, pre-med, social work and theatre performing were among the programs of interest. The 
campus tours included panel discussions and walking tours of the campuses. Students stated that 
both schools are now viable options for their college endeavors. 

Albuquerque, NM — Iota Xi 
Omega Chapter celebrated 45 
years of Excellence in the state of 
New Mexico on December 9, 
2017. Soror Faye B. Bryant was 
the chartering regional director in 
1972, when the idea of bringing 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated to New Mexico was 
presented. Since then, Iota Xi 
Omega has grown and flourished 
and continues to be a service to all 
mankind throughout the state. On 
December 8, 2017, the chapter 
hosted an appreciation event to 
thank the community for its 
continued support. This chapter 
has been a staple in the 
community with their signature 
event, Salute to Youth which is a scholarship gala for high school seniors, and it’s annual All White 
Party, a fundraiser to support local programs. Two of the chapter’s charter members, Soror 
Thelma Palmer and Soror LaVerne Hanks, are still very active in the chapter today. It part they 
love most is how the chapter has grown from less than twenty members to now over 60. “We are 
blessed to have the opportunity to serve in this community and we are looking forward to the next 
45 years as well as a lifetime of service in New Mexico.”  
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Sensational Service  

Baton Rouge, LA — On October 16, 2017, Nu 
Gamma Omega Chapter provided 300 snack bags to 
Park Elementary School for Childhood Hunger 
Awareness Day. The bags included healthy snacks 
that were purchased and donated by members. 
Jacqueline Nash Grant is the Basileus and Daraka 
Miles is the Chairman for Target III: Family 
Strengthening. 

Baldwin, LA — In honor of Target III: Family 
Strengthening, Phi Rho Omega Chapter had an 
awesome time fellowshipping and packing 
Thanksgiving food boxes for families in need 
across the St. Mary Parish area on November 18, 
2017. The food boxes were filled with several 
traditional Thanksgiving meal items and 
beverages. Phi Rho Omega was honored to be 
such a blessing to these families in need and had 
a sisterly time doing so. Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority was definitely well represented this 
month, and was supreme in service to all 
mankind. 

Gonzales, LA — On October 15, 2017, La 
Fondation Rose et Verte de Louisiane in 
partnership with Phi Sigma Omega 
Chapter hosted their fourth Parade of 
Pearls Pageant at the Pecan Grove 
Auditorium. The girls were simply a 
showcase of beauty as they displayed their 
formal wear, casual wear, and talent. Bela 
Ricard was crowned Queen and Laila 
Becnel was selected as Miss Pink & Green. 
Additional pearls were Baileigh Bradford, 
A’myri Ealem, and Melody Newsome (not 
shown). Throughout the year, the young 
ladies enhanced their pageant experience 

by participating in service projects, a fun bowling outing, a STEM Workshop, and an etiquette tea. 
Soror Vita Archie and Soror Andrea Baham served as pageant chairmen. Soror Michelle Keys 
served as the hostess chairman and Soror Donna L. Newsome serves as Basileus. 
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Chapter Technology Best Practices Award 
 

Greetings Soror, 
 
We are pleased to announce that we are expanding our 
Chapter Technology Best Practices Award to recognize one 
graduate and one undergraduate chapter per region! 
 
The 20 regional winners will be recognized at the 2018 
Regional Conferences for their innovative use of technology, 
including Microsoft Office 365®, to enhance Soror 
engagement and improve chapter operations. As an extra 
incentive, all members of the winning chapters will receive a 
Microsoft Office 365® license. 
 
In 2014 Supreme Basileus, Soror Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson 
introduced a grant from The Microsoft Corporation that 
awarded each chapter two Microsoft Office 365® licenses. 
Microsoft Office 365® is a software suite that increases 
productivity through applications such as Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint, Outlook and SharePoint. 
 
Sponsored by the Supreme Basileus and the International Technology Committee, this new Chapter 
Technology Best Practices Award recognizes the successful adoption and innovative use of 
Microsoft Office 365® and other technology used for chapter operations. The submissions will be 
judged by Sorors employed by The Microsoft Corporation who live in various Alpha Kappa Alpha 
regions. 
 
Submission forms<http://akawebnet. aka1908.net/eWeb/upload/ members_only/Committee% 
20Forms%20-%20International% 20Technology%20Committee/ Chapter%20Technology%20Best% 
20Practices%20Award%20Form.pdf > can be found in the Members Only section of our corporate 
website. All submissions are due no later than 12/31/2017 and should be emailed 
to technology@aka1908.com<http:// technology@aka1908.com>. 
 
We thank you for your continued support of our efforts to launch new dimensions of technology! 
 
Sisterly yours, 
 
Soror Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson 
Supreme Basileus 
 
Soror Theresa House 
Chairman - International Technology Committee  

http://akawebnet.aka1908.net/eWeb/upload/members_only/Committee%20Forms%20-%20International%20Technology%20Committee/Chapter%20Technology%20Best%20Practices%20Award%20Form.pdf
http://akawebnet.aka1908.net/eWeb/upload/members_only/Committee%20Forms%20-%20International%20Technology%20Committee/Chapter%20Technology%20Best%20Practices%20Award%20Form.pdf
http://akawebnet.aka1908.net/eWeb/upload/members_only/Committee%20Forms%20-%20International%20Technology%20Committee/Chapter%20Technology%20Best%20Practices%20Award%20Form.pdf
mailto:technology@aka1908.com
http://technology@aka1908.com/


15 

 

 

 

Calling all 
Diamond – 1942, 1943; Golden - 1967, 1968 and 

Silver - 1992, 1993 Sorors! 

During the Boule 2018 in Houston, the International Diamond, Golden, Silver Sorors Committee 
looks forward to supporting Supreme Basileus Dorothy Buckhannon Wilson when she honors and 
celebrates new Diamond, Golden and Silver Sorors. 
 
The tradition began in 1976 at the Boule in New York when then-Supreme Basileus Bernice I. 
Sumlin began recognizing sorors who had been members for 50 years. These Sorors were originally 
called Golden Girls and later called Golden Sorors.  Later, those with 25 years’ membership were 
honored and called Silver Sorors.  Soror Sumlin stated that “Sorors just loved the honor and she 
enjoyed showing gratitude for years of membership.” 
 
During the 1992 Boule in New Orleans, Supreme Basileus Mary Shy Scott presented the first 
Diamond recognition to 2

nd
 Supreme Basileus Lorraine Greene.  Today, there are luncheons, 

receptions, photo galleries, and galas honoring sorors for their longevity and dedicated service to 
Alpha Kappa Alpha. 
 
This dedicated service is reflected presently by the DGS sorors who actively participate in the 
intergenerational programs of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority.  These expressions of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha values will live into perpetuity.  Some DGS sorors are Life members of the sorority, but 
continue to share in the Sorority’s financial growth by becoming members of the “Heritage Club.” 
Participating in interactive program activities and in the financial stability of the sorority are a noble 
demonstration of dedication to the ideals and values of this great sisterhood. 
 
If you were initiated in the following years: 1942, 1943, 1967, 1968, 1992, or 1993 we would like to 
recognize you at the 2018 Boule DGS Soror Luncheon.  Your sorors want to honor and celebrate 
you!  Remember that you must:  

Be an active member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
Register for Boule 2018 
Purchase a ticket for the Diamond, Golden, Silver Sorors Luncheon 
Send a photo as directed on the registration form with appropriate fees. 

 
The International Diamond/Golden/Silver Soror Committee members are working hard to make this 
celebration one that you will cherish and remember for a lifetime.  
 

Soror Jacquelyn Heath Parker, Chairman, Central Region 

Soror Ashley Parker, North Atlantic   Soror Rebecca V. Graves, Mid- Atlantic 

Soror Cheryl D. McMichael, South Atlantic  Soror Carolyn Hunter, Great Lakes 

Soror Jo Celeste Pettway, South Eastern  Soror Juliea Robinson Nelson, South Central 

Soror Evelyn Page, Mid-Western    Soror Betty Edwards, Far Western 

Soror Frances Malloy, International 
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“BE THE VOICE IN THE 2017 ELECTIONS” 

 

The International Connection Committee is 
urging chapters to follow the recommended 
schedule provided in the Connection 
Manual to plan “Get Out the or to? to 
Vote” activities.  Currently, we are focusing 
on Registration and Education.  If you have 
a local election in your community, please 
feel free to modify the schedule to 
implement the Participation and 
Mobilization phases as needed. 

 

Chapters are asked to plan the following 

activities: in-person Voter Education and 

Voter Registration events through 

September 2017; Voter Mobilization and 

Voter Participation activities from October 

- December 2017; Voter Education and 

Registration January - March 2018; Voter 

Mobilization and Voter Participation April 

- June 2018; Voter Education and Voter 

Registration July - September 2018 and concluding with Voter Mobilization and Participation 

with the November 2018 mid-term elections.  

 

We need all chapters to take A.C.T.I.O.N. to impact local and state 2017 elections and begin our 

countdown to the 2018 mid-term elections.    

 

A few key reminders when conducting registration drives: 

1. Retain the newly registered voter's information, i.e., name, phone number or email; 

2. Communicate with the new voter periodically 

3.  Invite the new voter to your voter forum and/or candidate forum 

4. Contact the new voter to determine if transportation is needed to the polls or assistance with 
voting absentee. 

 

For assistance with planning Voter Registration, Voter Education, Mobilization or Participation 

events, please contact your State Connection Coordinator, Regional Representative to the 

International Connection Committee or the International Connection Committee Chairman.  
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Greetings Sorors!   
 
We are pleased to share that the 
Leadership Fellows Committee selected 
37 outstanding undergraduates, 
representing every region to participate 
in the 2017 International Leadership 
Fellows Program, which was held in 
May 22-27, 2017 in Boston.  
 
Supreme Basileus Dorothy Buckhanan 

Wilson, Soror Norma Solomon White, 

25th Supreme Basileus and Soror Keniece Gray, Second Supreme Anti-Basileus were the keynote 

speakers.  Additionally, the Leadership Fellows Committee, members of the Directorate, Committee 

Chairmen or International Committee members served as Faculty.  The Leadership Fellows curriculum 

included interactive workshops on topics such as the First 90 Days on the Job – Impressions Matter, 

Financial Wellness, Mental Health, Social Media Savvy, Business Etiquette, Branding, Communicating 

for Impact, Protocol, AKA Membership for Life, Dining Etiquette, Conflict Resolution and a myriad of 

other topics to advance the Fellows’ personal, professional and sorority acumen.  Our esteemed faculty 

were simply awesome at delivering the workshop content! 

A crucial portion of the leadership development program requires that the Fellows study a business 

case and present on the issues and offer solutions.  The Fellows presentations were superb!  

Additionally, all in attendance were eligible to participate in Directorate Candidate Certification.  As 

always, we are of “Service to All Mankind” and with the help of Psi Omega Chapter and Soror Alisa 

Drayton in Boston the Leadership Fellows participated in two historic events.  Their community service 

project involved the restoration of Twelfth Baptist Church’s youth and teen facilities in the Roxbury 

neighborhood where Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Soror Coretta Scott King worshipped while 

they were in school and worked in Boston.  The Fellows had a private tour of the Museum of African 

American History, and the African American Meeting House.  The historical significance of being in the 

buildings and learning more about our history was inspirational and emotional and moved many to 

tears.   

2018 Leadership Fellows Program – look for the Fall Mailing and email blast to Undergraduates, 

Basilei and Graduate Advisors regarding the application process, which will open in the Fall of 2017. 

The application deadline is Dec. 31, 2017.  We look forward to receiving applications from 

undergraduate sorors who are currently sophomores, juniors and seniors! 

Sisterly in Service, 
The 2016-2018 Leadership Fellows Committee 
 
Soror Elicia Pegues Spearman, Chairman, North Atlantic Region 
Soror Analise Anise, Southeastern Region  
Soror Jasmine Motley, South Atlantic Region  
Soror Felecia Collins-Wylie, South Central Region  
Soror Toya Corbett, Mid-Atlantic Region  
Soror Lynnette Heard, Great Lakes Region 
Soror Karen M. Spruill, North Atlantic Region 

38th Annual Leadership Fellows Program 
Multi-Dimensional Leadership 

Boston 
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38th Annual Leadership Fellows Program 
Multi-Dimensional Leadership 

Boston 

2017 Leadership Fellows – African American Meeting House, Boston, Massachusetts 

Sisterly Fun 
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At the 2016 Boule in Atlanta, the Sorority continued its tradition of inducting Honorary Members with 
remarkable backgrounds that capture a “vision fair.” Five women captivated the packed auditorium as they 
were inducted into an elite group: Karen Eubanks Jackson, Susan Denise Page, Judy Smith, Tika Sumpter, and 
Rear Admiral Sylvia Trent-Adams. This article highlights the career of Rear Admiral Sylvia Trent-Adams.  

  

Rear Admiral Sylvia Trent-Adams was appointed Acting Surgeon General by President Donald Trump 
in April 2017, the first non-physician to hold the role. She previously served as the Deputy Surgeon General 
under President Barack Obama.  

 

As Deputy Surgeon General, Trent-Adams advised and supported the Surgeon General regarding 
operations of the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps (USPHS) and in communicating the best 
available scientific information to advance the health of the nation. She served as the Chief Nurse Officer of 
the USPHS from November 2013 through May 2016. In this role, she advised the Office of the Surgeon 
General and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services on the recruitment, assignment, deployment, 
retention, and career development of Corps nurse professionals. 

 

She has held various positions in HHS, working to improve access to health care for poor and 
underserved communities. As a clinician and administrator, she has had a direct impact on building systems of 
care to improve public health for marginalized populations domestically and internationally. Prior to joining 
the Office of the Surgeon General, Trent-Adams was the Deputy Associate Administrator for the HIV/AIDS 
Bureau, Health Resources and Services Administration.  

 

Trent-Adams began her career in the Commissioned Corps of the U.S. Public Health service in 1992. 
She has published numerous articles, participated in research studies, and presented to a variety of domestic 
and international organizations and professional groups. Previously, she was a nurse officer in the U.S. Army. 
She also served as a research nurse at the University of Maryland. Her clinical practice was in trauma, 
oncology, community health, and infectious disease.  

 

She received a Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing from Hampton University, a Master’s of Science in 
Nursing and Health Policy from the University of Maryland -Baltimore and a Doctor of Philosophy from the 
University of Maryland-Baltimore County.  

 

The induction of honorary members continues to be a highlight of Boule events. Since 1913, Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® has found it fitting to induct Honorary Members into our illustrious sisterhood 
who exemplify our core values through their extraordinary achievements. They are women whose lives 
embody all that we are and all that we aspire to be. Our Honorary Members touch every corner of the 
professional spectrum, from astronauts to athletes, physicians to politicians, and scientists to social justice 
advocates. They hail from all over the world and represent a variety of racial and ethnic groups as well as 
religious traditions. The one quality that they all have in common, that is in Alpha Kappa Alpha’s DNA, is the 
spirit of service and selflessness.  

 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® has inducted 135 Honorary Members. They include: Jane 
Addams (1913), Dr. Sara N. Brown (1920), Marian Anderson (1931), Eleanor Roosevelt (1949), Coretta Scott 
King (1967), Joan Bernard Armstrong (1975), Maya Angelou (1983), C. Delores Tucker (1994), The 
Honorable Edith Grace Ssempala (2000), and Ava DuVernay (2014). 
  
Submitted by the Honorary Members and Awards Committee 
Soror Deidra Y. A. Edwards, Chairman, Central 
Soror Burnadine Moss Anderson, South Central 
Soror Sharon F. Bridges, South Eastern 
Soror Linda H. Gilliam, Mid-Atlantic 
Soror Jemina Huff, Central 
Soror Vivian Smith, North Atlantic 

Honorary Member Showcase 
Rear Admiral Sylvia Trent-Adams, Ph.D., R.N., F.A.A.N. 

Acting Surgeon General  
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The Reinstatement Task Force Committee (RTFC) was formally established in 2006 as an extension 
of our Risk Management initiative.  The purpose of the RTFC is to lead the effort in reinstating sorors 
who have been suspended and have not returned to active membership even though their 
suspension period has expired.   The task given to this committee by Supreme Basileus Dorothy 
Buckhanan Wilson is to reach out to our suspended sorors and let them know that they are not only 
welcome to return but expected to return.  The goal set by the RTFC is to reinstate thirty percent of 
our “missing pearls” during this administration.   
 
In 2014 upon evaluation of the existing reinstatement process, the RTFC made recommendations to 
the Directorate for changes to the process.  Upon Directorate approval, changes were initiated.  A 
major change included multiple workshops being held in one year.  The purpose of this change was 
to appeal to sorors in all parts of the country making it favorable and convenient to attend the 
Reinstatement Workshop.  In 2015, five workshops were held; in 2016, four workshops were held 
and in 2017, three workshops were held.  Three workshops will be held in 2018.    
Regional Directors volunteer to host the workshop at the location of their respective regional 
conference.  The Reinstatement Workshop is held on Thursday as part of the pre-conference 
workshops.  This workshop is mandatory and is vitally important given that completion is the first 
step necessary for a soror to return to good standing.  Our major problem continues to be notifying 
the suspended sorors about the workshop.  Contact information is often not up to date and our 
records therefore do not reflect a change.  Thus, the committee needs the assistance of active 
sorors to notify and encourage sorors to attend.    
 
At the workshop, the RTFC extends “pink glove service” while educating the suspended sorors 
about Alpha Kappa Alpha as it exists today.  The day begins with a warm welcome from the RTFC.  
Greetings and encouraging comments are extended from the Supreme Basileus and the respective 
Regional Director, followed by informative presentations conducted by International Committee 
members.  International Committee participation includes the Program, Membership, Standards, 
Protocol, Communications and Rituals Committees.  Over the past two years, the Sisterly Relations 
and Risk Management Committees have been added.  An interactive exercise on conflict resolution 
is also presented and led by the Leadership Training Committee.   
The final presentation is an interactive session which allows the attendees to express themselves 
and ask questions.  The session titled “Let’s Talk:  What’s On Your Mind” is facilitated in small group 
formed by current and former Directorate Members.  Conversations include discussion of past 
membership issues, discussion of Alpha Kappa Alpha current processes, and discussion on the 
ultimate goal of lifelong membership.   The workshop is concluded on a heartfelt note with all in 
attendance participating in the Rededication Ceremony. 
 
Three hundred ninety-two sorors have completed the workshop over the last three years.  Twenty-
eight percent have reactivated!  While we are proud of that accomplishment, we still have work to do 
and we feel our success is paramount.  The committee will continue to treat the sorors with the core 
values relative to sisterly relations which include care, kindness and respect.  We must “Reclaim Our 
Missing Pearls.”  It is a matter of Risk Management and to that end, we must have all hands on 
deck!   We need your help in reaching the sorors regarding reinstatement.  Perpetuity of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha is the responsibility of all members!   Again, we need your help; spread the word, and 
let’s get it done.   

Reaching Out to Our Missing Pearls 
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Reaching Out to Our Missing Pearls 

2016 -2018 Reinstatement Task Force Committee 
 
 

Soror Charlene Truitt Nelson, Chairman 
Beta Eta Omega (Great Lakes Region) 

Dayton, OH 
 
 
Soror Maggalean W. Weston    Soror Rayvern B. Wilson 
Xi Zeta Omega (North Atlantic Region)   Beta Epsilon Omega (South Eastern Region) 
Washington, DC      Memphis, TN      
 
Soror Mary DuRant DesChamps   Soror Gennette Robinson 
Alpha Theta Omega (Mid-Atlantic Region)  Nu Epsilon Omega (South Eastern Region) 
Raleigh, NC       Columbus, MS 
 
Soror Tracy K. Dye     Soror Tamara Cubit 
Gamma Nu Omega (South Atlantic Region)  Alpha Kappa Omega (South Central Region)
Columbia, SC      Houston, TX 
 
Soror Carolyn G. Randolph    Soror Antoinette Davis-Jones 
Gamma Tau Omega (South Atlantic Region)  Pi Lambda Omega (Central Region) 
Columbus, GA      Louisville, KY 
 
Soror Belinda J. Hinton     Soror Yvette Keesee 
Zeta Theta Omega (Great Lakes Region)  Epsilon Nu Omega (Mid-Western Region) 
Akron, OH       Denver, CO 
 
 

Soror Frances P. Battle 
Upsilon Beta Omega (Far Western Region) 

Salt Lake City, UT 
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated continues to be a beacon of 
light predicated on a foundation of sisterly love. The Spiritual Oversight 
Committee is proud to lead the way in setting the tone for our great 
Sisterhood. 
 
The committee recently completed its second project “Calling All Clergy” 
a profile of clergy within Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.  The 
completion of this project was truly a labor of love. The book was was 
unveiled at the Leadership Seminar in Las Vegas. This compilation book 
serves as the companion piece to “New Dimensions of Faith” released at 
the 2015 Leadership Seminar in Chicago. It is available for purchase 
from the Corporate Office for $20, plus shipping and handling. 
 

Love at every level is the over-arching theme for this committee. Every Soror is an ambassador of 
our love towards one anover. It is the living legacy of love that has been passed down to us and 
empowers us to serve one other and make the world a better place for all mankind. 
It is this foundational concept of love that continues to strengthen our commitment and resolve to 
move forward in reaching new heights of accomplishment, while expanding our presence as we 
strive to "Launch New Dimensions of Service”. 
 
The concept of love is complex and yet simple to put in action. Thinking of others more than self is 
the driving force for chapters and each member.  The example of service is critical to communities, 
social causes and tacking issues to lift up the underserved and the cornerstone of serving all 
mankind. 
 
It is the compassion, nurturing, and just plain old sisterly care that make the action of love so 
spiritual and impactful.  Each one reaching one, in sincerity, encouragement and sisterhood will 
help us achieve greater dimensions of service.  It is our Love, that lifts us all! 
When we recognize that our love is a great and fundamental component of Serving All Mankind,  
our new dimensional footprint everywhere our feet shall tread.  The answer to our success is our 
Love! 
 
Our service in this administration is a labor of love. 
 
Rev. Pamela Bates Porch-Central Region 
Spiritual Oversight Committee-Chairman 
 
Committee Members 

Rev. Cynthia L. Hale-South Atlantic Region 

Rev. Lottie Otto- South Atlantic Region 

Soror Archalene Amos Martin- Far Western Region 

 
 
 

We Are Known by Our Love 
Rev. Pamela Bates Porch 

Spiritual Oversight Committee-Chairman 
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We Are Known by Our Love 
Rev. Pamela Bates Porch 

Spiritual Oversight Committee-Chairman 

Contributing Ministers attending Leadership 2017 participated in the Book Signing. 

Spiritual Oversight Committee posing with the 
Supreme Basileus with a copy of 

“Calling All Clergy.” 
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Former Directorate Members: Transformers of the 
World through Leadership, Service and Scholarship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Soror Peggy Lewis LeCompte, Chairman                  Soror Cynthia Finch, Co-Chairman 

 
The Former Directorate Member Coordination Team under the leadership of Soror Dorothy 
Buckhanan Wilson has undertaken the task of assuring that the outstanding women who have 
served this sisterhood are consistently recognized on all levels -- cluster, chapter, regional, 
national and at public as well as work with other committees to develop and implement 
recognitions. A new standard of recognition has been set for former leaders of our sisterhood – an 
infinite standard of recognition that will be lasting. 
 
Through of the work of this committee and its collaboration with other committees, our former 
leaders are more visible and recognizable to members of the sorority.  Our goal to assure 
recognition included the following: reserved seating at sorority and public functions, a Former 
Directorate Member Pin, a reception for Former Directorate Members, special Former Directorate 
Member ribbons, and compilation and distribution of Launching New Dimensions of Supreme 
Leadership to former Directorate members and chapters. Additionally, we conducted workshops at 
Boule and the Leadership Conference where attendees could interact with Former Directorate 
Members, learning about events that happened during their years of service and their views on the 
sorority’s evolution as well as predictions for the future sorority’s.   
 
Your acknowledgement of Former Directorate Members has caused a new-found sense of 
engagement, increased attendance and renewed enthusiasm by them. They thank you and we 
thank you. 
 
As we move forward, we will work to complete a Directory of Former Directorate Members and 
dissemination of an errata sheet for Launching New Dimensions of Supreme Leadership. 
 
Soror Peggy Lewis LeCompte, Chairman, tlodpresident10@aol.com, Central Region 
 
Soror Cynthia Finch, Co-Chairman, cynthiajfinch@gmail.com, South Eastern Region 

mailto:tlodpresident10@aol.com
mailto:cynthiajfinch@gmail.com
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